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Huntsville High going for seventh straight state title 

Huntsville senior Tanequa Whitman said the Lady Panthers volleyball team likes to think of itself as the underdog. 

Talk about hard sells. 

It's unlikely Whitman and her teammates will find the shelter of that sort of role. Instead, there's surely a target on Huntsville's collective back. 

Winning six straight state championships - the first four in Class 5A and the last two in 6A - will no doubt lead to the designation of "favorites'' instead of "underdogs.'' 

But, hey, a girl can hope. 

"It does add pressure on us,'' Whitman said. "It can be fun being that team (with a target), but sometimes I think we feel like the underdog, too.'' 

Don't tell that to archrival Grissom, which takes on the Lady Panthers today at 4 p.m. at Grissom. That match will be followed by Huntsville against Bob Jones. 

The Lady Tigers then take on the Lady Patriots in a rematch of last year's state semifinal, won by Bob Jones. 

"Huntsville is loaded,'' Grissom coach Tanya Wigley said. 

Huntsville lost some heavyweight personnel to graduation. Among the six players who started at various times that have to be replaced are middle hitter Allie Ware and outside hitter Lauren Winztinger. 

Nine new players will be in the varsity rotation, but four starters return along with highly regarded freshmen and sophomore classes to give Huntsville four reasons to believe a seventh title is within reach. Back are Super All-Metro setter Chelsea Wintzinger, a junior who has been All-State since the eighth-grade, and the versatile Whitman. She played in the North-South All-Star Game. 

Also back are sophomore libero Elizabeth Bowman and junior outside hitter Anna McRae, a force at the net who may miss some games while recovering from a fractured vertebrae received in the spring. 

"We do have a lot of young ones coming up, but we've been working with them and as the saying goes, practice makes perfect,'' Chelsea Wintzinger said. "I'm real confident in them.'' 

Bob Jones, which fell to Huntsville in the 6A state championship match last season, lost Super All-Metro libero Heather Thomas to graduation. Among those returning are setter Kelly Wilson, who played in the North-South All-Star Game, and Bethanie Thomas, a Super All-Metro 6-foot-2 sophomore at outside hitter. 

Grissom has just one starter returning in Super All-Metro senior outside hitter Naomi Wells, a North-South All-Star. The Lady Tigers will battle a lack of size as they seek their 12th state tourney berth in Broadway's 13 seasons. 

Meanwhile, Huntsville's season-opening lineup may include two freshmen, Lindsey Wintzinger and Becky Phelps. But whatever the Lady Panthers look like tonight, the lineup is likely to change throughout the season. 

"Just like it did last year,'' Huntsville coach Melanie Donahoo said. "We're a totally different team. We really are.'' 

But if it turns out like the ones Donahoo has put on the floor in her six previous seasons, there will be lots to celebrate. 

