	Easterling, Mike (August 23, 2007).  “A Sixth Sensed,” The Huntsville Times, retrieved from http://www.al.com/hsvolleyball

Huntsville has talent to add to five straight titles 

Two days before the curtain was set to rise on the 2007 high school volleyball season, the Huntsville Lady Panthers sat scattered around the floor of their gym, opening boxes of new sneakers. 

As they laced their shiny blue and white kicks, a visitor looked for signs of anxiety. There were none, never mind that Huntsville can venture into territory no state volleyball team has visited. 

The Lady Panthers, who won four straight Class 5A state championships before winning their fifth title in a row as a 6A member last season, will set an Alabama record if they can win another in the season that opens tonight. 

"Everyone is a little nervous,'' senior outside hitter Lauren Wintzinger said, "but we're more excited about getting to play and compete.'' 

Said senior middle hitter Shaquita Williams, "We come out and play with heart. You're always nervous, but we also just play and have fun.'' 

Huntsville opens with a tri-match at home against 6A rivals Grissom and Bob Jones today at 4 p.m. 

The Lady Panthers equaled three other teams with their fifth straight championship - West End, Ramsay and McGill-Toolen. Not even powerhouse McGill-Toolen, which owns 19 overall championships, has won six straight. 

But setting the state standard has become usual fare at Huntsville, which already owns the state record for most wins in a season with 79 in 2002. After losing just one starter, Emily Foreman, there's no reason to believe the Lady Panthers won't threaten any records that lie before them. 

If, warns sixth-year coach Melanie Donahoo, complacency doesn't set in. 

"We have to be very guarded about that,'' she said. "We have to continually appreciate what we have accomplished and understand we worked hard to get it.'' Wintzinger, part of the last three championships, said her coach need not worry. Huntsville, unquestionably the team to beat with six full- or part-time starters back, will be a marked team and that's something the Lady Panthers say they embrace. 

"Once you've set that standard, there's more people out to get you,'' Wintzinger said. "We just have to keep improving. We can't get satisfied.'' 

Her younger sister, sophomore setter Chelsea, doesn't see that happening. 

"I want people when they play us to say, 'Uh-oh, it's Huntsville so we've got to play hard.' I want them to be scared to play us. I like being (on top) with everybody trying to beat you. 

"It makes you work harder to stay on top.'' 

Back to start are Lauren Wintzinger, who plans to walk-on at Alabama, Williams, senior middle hitter Allie Ware, senior outside hitter Tanequa Whitman and Chelsea Wintzinger, the state tournament Most Valuable Player the last two seasons. 

Senior hitter Alex Dukeman started at times a year ago and will play a vital role as Whitman, who severely injured a knee, will see limited playing time as she continues to recover from surgery. 

Senior Haley Findley will fill the defensive specialist role, making her essentially first-string. 

"This group of girls takes a lot of pride in what they do,'' Donahoo said. "For them, it's about becoming the best team they can be.'' 

If that happens, another state championship will likely be won, fitting the program like a comfortable old shoe. 
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