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For Laura Burke, it marked a return to familiar territory as well as a new season. 

Burke, who played volleyball for Grissom in the mid-1990s and who recently was on the staff at Hoover, is now the coach at Bob Jones. 

On Thursday she brought her Lady Patriots to Huntsville High School to face the Lady Panthers and Grissom. 

Each school got a split. Grissom defeated Huntsville 25-20, 25-17; Bob Jones took Grissom 25-18, 25-15; and Huntsville won over Bob Jones 25-19, 25-18. 

"I'm very proud of my girls," Burke said. "They were very competitive." 

Burke admitted she wanted the competition with Grissom to be "just another match." She had played as a senior for Lady Tigers coach Tanya Wigley-Broadway. 

"I think we were consistent the first match," Burke said, before things went downhill against Huntsville. 

"We need to fight a little harder to finish." 

Bethany Thomas had 14 kills on the day, Heather Thomas had 18 digs and Kelly Wilson finished with 20 set assists for Bob Jones. 

The Lady Patriots played without Abby Barry, who may miss three weeks with a shoulder injury. 

For Grissom, MacKenzie Wilson contributed 31 set assists, Leanna King had 14 kills and Cortney May added 13 digs. 

"Three really good teams played here," Wigley-Broadway said. "Sure, I'm a little disappointed, but I'm not all that surprised." 

The coach said she was encouraged with the come-from-behind win against Huntsville, but she was disappointed it didn't happen against Bob Jones. 

"(Coach Burke) is ready to be a head coach. She has a lot of good players. She will do really well there." 

Huntsville coach Melanie Donahoo also wasn't surprised that the day ended even. 

"You never know,' she said. "The competition level is so high." 

Lauren Wintzinger had 15 kills, Anna McRae had 26 digs and Chelsea Wintzinger added 37 set assists for the Lady Panthers. 

Huntsville was down 7-3 in the first game with Bob Jones but battled back to make it 13-all. The Lady Panthers then ran off six straight points to take control. 

In the second game, Huntsville stormed to a 20-8 advantage and then fought off Bob Jones, which closed to within 23-18. 




