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Huntsville tops News volleyball poll

Thursday, August 28, 2008 

DENNIS VICTORY

For The Birmingham News

Huntsville High School is accustomed to a position atop The Birmingham News prep volleyball poll. 

The Panthers have won a volleyball record-tying six straight state championships, including the past two Class 6A titles and they start this season in the familiar spot at No. 1 in the Class 6A poll. 

"I'm very satisfied with our play," said Donahoo, following Huntsville's title at last weekend's Juanita Boddie Tournament. "We're on the right track." 

Huntsville downed fifth-ranked Hoover and fourth-ranked McGill-Toolen before beating Class 5A top-ranked St. Paul's in the tournament final. 

Other defending champions who begin the season No. 1 are two-time Class 5A champion St. Paul's and Class 4A Jacksonville. Six-time defending Class 2A champion Bayside Academy is No. 1 in Class 3A while Lexington, which won the 2007 Class 3A title, is atop the Class 2A poll. Also ranked No. 1 are Class 1A Gaston and AISA Morgan Academy. 

Class 1A eighth-ranked Jefferson Christian's Allie Turner earned The News metro Player of the Week honors with 57 kills, 14 blocks, 29 digs and 14 aces in seven matches. The junior middle hitter helped the Eagles to a 6-1 record, including a runner-up finish at Munford's tournament. 

Other notable performances during the first week of the season were: 

Moody freshman Meagan Young started the season in perfect style, serving the Blue Devils to 25 straight points as Moody downed Leeds 25-0 on the way to the match victory. Young contributed 13 aces in the match and has 30 for the season. 

Class 6A second-ranked Pelham setter Lindsey Young led the Panthers to a 5-1 start, recording 31 assists, three blocks and 12 digs against St. Paul's then added 92 assists and five blocks in four matches as Pelham won to the semifinal round of the Juanita Boddie Tournament. 
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Class 6A
1. Huntsville (7-1)
2. Pelham (5-1)
3. Grissom (6-2)
4. McGill-Toolen (8-1)
5. Bob Jones (5-3)
6. Hoover (4-3)
7. Mountain Brook (5-3) 
8. Hazel Green (5-3)
9. Robertsdale (8-0)
10. Spain Park (5-3).

Class 5A
1. St. Paul's (6-2)
2. Briarwood (8-0)
3. Brewer (8-1)
4. Hartselle (6-4)
5. Spanish Fort (7-1)
6. Curry (7-2)
7. Muscle Shoals (6-3)
8. Faith Acad. (2-1)
9. Madison Co. (5-3)
10. John Carroll (3-2).

Class 4A
1. Jacksonville (9-0)
2. Guntersville (9-2)
3. St. James (5-2)
4. Deshler (6-1)
5. Haleyville (6-2)
6. UMS-Wright (4-2)
7. Lawrence Co. (6-2)
8. Alabama Chr. (4-3)
9. Saks (4-2)
10. Wilson (4-2).

Class 3A
1. Bayside Acad. (2-5)
2. Madison Acad. (8-0)
3. Montgomery Acad. (9-1)
4. Danville (5-3)
5. Elkmont (5-2)
6. Good Hope (4-3)
7. Colbert Heights (3-1)
8. New Hope (8-4)
9. Cottage Hill (4-3)
10. Holly Pond (7-1).

Class 2A
1. Lexington (9-0)
2. Addison (8-1)
3. Winston Co. (6-1)
4. Sand Rock (6-0)
5. Geraldine (6-2)
6. Hatton (4-4)
7. Isabella (2-0)
8. Woodland (5-1)
9. Houston Acad. (2-2)
10. Leroy (3-0).

Class 1A
1. Gaston (10-1)
2. Athens Bible (5-3)
3. Speake (5-2)
4. Kinston (1-0)
5. Providence Chr. (2-0)
6. Jefferson Chr. (6-1)
7. Isabella (2-0)
8. Parkway Chr. (3-0)
9. Donoho (1-4)
10. Covenant Chr. (9-0).

AISA
1. Morgan Acad. (4-0)
2. Clarke Prep (4-2)
3. Sumter Acad. (1-1)
4. Kingwood (6-1)
5. Pike Liberal (1-1).

