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Class 6A volleyball at the Pelham Civic Complex has been Huntsville's playground. 

The third-ranked Panthers, who struggled at times throughout the season, ended with a flurry at Thursday's final, downing Bob Jones 25-10, 25-19, 27-25 to capture their sixth straight title - four of those coming in Class 5A. 

The win puts Huntsville coach Melanie Donahoo in rarefied air. No volleyball coach and few coaches in any sport have started a career with six straight state championships. 

"They're proud of the tradition and want to carry that on," Donahoo said. 

The Panthers (53-9) breezed to the first-game win behind the big outside attack of Anna McRae and tournament MVP Lauren Wintzinger. The Panthers took over the second game midway through, turning a 19-17 lead into a 25-19 win. 

Bob Jones, playing in its first final, refused to go quietly. The Patriots (62-9) tied the final game at 24 on an impressive run from down 23-19. 

That's about the time outside hitter Wintzinger started calling for the ball from sister Chelsea. The older Wintzinger put down the final three balls to give the Panthers the championship. 

Earning all-tournament honors were Pelham's Whitney Billings, Grissom's Mackenzie Wilson, Bob Jones' Bethanie Thomas and Heather Thomas, and Huntsville's McRae and the Wintzinger sisters. 

