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PELHAM - Winning state championships certainly hasn't grown old to the Huntsville High School volleyball program. 

It has gotten to be a habit, though, one that set it on the path to an Alabama record. 

The Lady Panthers came out strong against Bob Jones in Thursday's state tournament final, took control early and never let up in sweeping to its sixth straight state championship and second in Class 6A. 

For the Lady Patriots, who rallied from the brink of elimination to defeat Grissom in a semifinal thriller late Wednesday night, their first trip to the state final came up empty as Huntsville won 25-10, 25-19, 27-25 at the Pelham Civic Complex. 

"I think that was the best we ever played and it couldn't have come at a better time,'' Lady Panthers sophomore hitter Anna McRae said.   "If it wasn't,'' Huntsville coach Melanie Donahoo added, "it was real close.'' 

They'll get no argument from Bob Jones first-year coach Laura Burke, whose team was making the school's third final appearance in its history. 

"They came out firing on all cylinders,'' Burke said. "We never got the momentum.'' 

Huntsville senior Lauren Wintzinger, who has played on four championship squads, was named tournament Most Valuable Player. She said the Lady Panthers' experience played a role. 

"We weren't nervous,'' she said. "From the first moment we played hard. I think it was an advantage for us. We stepped up and played with heart.'' 

Huntsville's six straight titles are the most consecutive in state history. 

"We have been here six times and have been successful six times and I think that's a huge confidence-builder for those that have been here,'' Donahoo said. "I think that is an advantage for us.'' 

Again, Bob Jones agreed. Though the Lady Patriots rallied from a 2-0 deficit to Grissom - and trailed 12-3 in the third game - before charging back to win in the semifinals the charged atmosphere of the title game was overwhelming. 

"They were more relaxed,'' Lady Patriots senior libero Heather Thomas said. "They knew what was coming. We had no clue what was going on.'' 

Sophomore Chelsea Wintzinger, Lauren's sister, made her third straight all-tournament team. McRae also made it as did Bob Jones sisters Heather and Bethanie Thomas, a freshman, and Grissom senior MacKenzie Wilson. 

Thursday, Lauren Wintzinger had 15 digs and 12 kills. Chelsea Wintzinger had 25 assists and four blocks, McRae 12 digs and eight kills, Shaquitta Williams eight kills and four blocks and Tanequa Whitman 16 digs for Huntsville (53-9). 

With a sixth championship secured and Ware and Chelsea Wintzinger among seven underclassmen on Huntsville's roster, can a seventh title be far off? 
"We've got a lot of work to do in the offseason,'' Donahoo said. "I think our tradition plays a large role. They know we work hard and are serious about it.'' 

