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Huntsville tops Grissom for first time this year 

In what might have been the last of its kind, the Huntsville Lady Panthers volleyball team served as anything but a gracious host. 

Huntsville took control from the outset against archrival Grissom and swept to a swift 25-17, 25-14 victory in the deciding match of the annual city round-robin tournament at the Lady Panthers' gym Tuesday. With Lee the only other of the six city schools entered, the future of the tournament is in doubt. 

Huntsville, ranked third in Class 6A, improved to 41-6 as the team beat Grissom for the first time in six meetings this season. Grissom, ranked No. 1 in Class 6A, fell to 52-4 with its first loss since August 28. The Lady Tigers had won 46 straight. 

Lady Panthers coach Melanie Donahoo said the difference this time for her five-time defending state championship team was "our blocking, our defense.'' 

She also said Chelsea Wintzinger "made some good setting decisions.'' 

Huntsville's Anna McCrae said there was something else. 

"I think we were just so motivated to beat them,'' she said. "We came together as a team and I think this is a turning point for us.'' 

She'll get no argument from Grissom coach Tanya Broadway. 

"Huntsville played great,'' she said. "They beat us terribly at the net. They blocked and hit so much better than we did.'' 

Huntsville scored the first three points of the first game and ended it 25-17 with a McRae kill. 

The Lady Panthers again scored the first three points in the second game and never lost control in winning 25-14. 

For Huntsville, Wintzinger had 20 assists and Whitman 12 kills. Lauren Wintzinger had five blocks and Ware and Shaquita Williams both added three. 

For Grissom, MacKenzie Wilson had 25 assists. Naomi Wells had 11 kills and Leanna King eight and Courtney May added eight digs. 

Huntsville clinched a share of the city championship with Grissom, which won the regular-season match that goes toward the city title. 

"We've faced a lot of adversity this season,'' Donahoo said. "We've had a lot of position changes, injuries. Any team wants to peak at the right time and we're peaking at the best time.'' 

Broadway can only hope the match was an aberration with area tournaments beginning next week. 

"I don't think we played our best but the credit goes to Huntsville,'' she said. "If they play like that against us again we'll struggle again unless we play a whole lot better.'' 

Both teams also defeated Lee (5-19). 
