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Huntsville, ranked third in Class 6A, proved its win earlier this week over top-ranked city rival Grissom was no fluke in the finals of the Margaret A. Blalock volleyball tournament at Homewood High School on Saturday. 

But it wasn't easy. The Panthers withstood controversial calls and withering kills to win 27-25, 22-25, 15-13 in Saturday's championship match of the final regular-season tournament of the season. The competition included many of the state's most highly regarded teams. Area tournament play begins Monday and Tuesday as the AHSAA heads into the volleyball postseason. 

Grissom appeared to have won the first game when a line judge ruled the ball hit the net antenna off a Huntsville block attempt, but the umpire disagreed. After an appeal by Panthers coach Melanie Donahoo and a long discussion, the officials finally decided to replay the point. Huntsville then came back to win four of the next five points and the game. 

The Tigers (58-5) rebounded to win a second game in which neither side ever led by more than three points. In the deciding game, outside hitters Anna McRae and Lauren Wintzinger scored five and three kills, respectively. Wintzinger's slam down the line clinched the title. 

McRae had 54 kills during Saturday's pool and bracket play for Huntsville (46-7), while Wintzinger had 53. Wintzinger's sister, setter Chelsea, totaled 162 assists. 

Huntsville knocked out fourth-ranked Pelham in the semifinals 25-19, 25-20. Pelham (52-10), which had eliminated sixth-ranked McGill-Toolen in the quarterfinals, was led by Whitney Billings' 46 kills and 15 blocks on Saturday. Whitney Hudson added 25 kills and 27 digs, and setter Lindsey Young tallied 97 assists. 

Vestavia Hills lost to Grissom in the other semifinal 25-20, 25-14. Outside hitter Hannah King had 30 kills and 52 digs for the entire tournament. Middle blocker Jennifer Bragg added 14 kills and 13 blocks, and libero Caroline Dixon racked up 85 digs and seven aces for the eighth-ranked Rebels (34-20). 

