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BIRMINGHAM - Huntsville, ranked third in Class 6A, proved its win earlier in the week over city rival Grissom was no fluke Saturday in the championship match of the Blalock Invitational. 

The Lady Panthers beat the Lady Tigers 27-25, 22-25, 15-13. 

Grissom appeared to have won the first game when a line judge ruled the ball hit the net antenna off a Huntsville block attempt, but the umpire disagreed. 

After an appeal by Panthers coach Melanie Donahoo and a long discussion, the officials finally decided to replay the point. Huntsville then came back to win four of the next five points and the game. 

Huntsville (46-7) was led by Anna McRae with 54 kills in the tournament. 

Chelsea Wintzinger had 162 assists. 

Grissom (58-5) was led by MacKenzie Wilson with 101 assists. Leanna King had 34 kills. Courtney May had 40 digs and Stacy Sargent had nine blocks. 

The Lady Tigers defeated Saint James 25-8, 25-13; John Carroll 25-10, 25-8; Bayside 25-12, 25-22; and Vestavia Hills 25-20, 25-14 to advance to play Huntsville in the final. 

