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Class 6A, Area 15: Down one game and on the verge of letting the tournament championship slip away, Grissom coach Tanya Wigley asked her team to do something seemingly simple. 

"I just kept telling them to quit worrying about who was on the other side of the net,'' she said. "Sometimes they get too keyed up. I told them to just know it's going to be a battle and enjoy that.'' 

When it's Huntsville on the other side of the net, it's not easy for the Lady Tigers to follow those instructions. 

But apparently they did, rallying from a 2-1 deficit to defeat the Lady Panthers 22-25, 25-19, 19-25, 25-16, 15-7 in front of a rowdy home crowd. 

Earlier, top-ranked Grissom (61-5) eliminated Buckhorn 25-16, 25-9, 25-20 and third-ranked Huntsville (40-7) eliminated Hazel Green 25-18, 25-17, 25-12. 

In the title match, Huntsville appeared to be in control after taking the second game to move ahead. But Grissom would have none of it, taking on a different attitude in the final two games. 

"We didn't play as individuals and I think that made the difference,'' Grissom's Courtney Culbreath said. "Our defense got better because we believed in ourselves.'' 

Huntsville coach Melanie Donahoo said both her offense and defense went southward in the final two games. 

"Our blocking was non-existent,'' she said, "and our offense dropped off.'' 

In combined matches for Grissom, MacKenzie Wilson had 87 assists. Leanna King had 24 kills, Culbreath 21 and Naomi Wells 15. Courtney May had 25 digs and Stacy Sargent added seven blocks. 

For Huntsville, Lauren Wintzinger had 24 kills and Anna McRae 21 kills and 44 digs. Wintzinger had seven aces. Chelsea Wintzinger had 80 assists and eight blocks, Kaitlin Terry had five blocks and Tanequa Whitman 53 digs. 

For Hazel Green (35-16), Jordan Corder had 18 digs, 15 assists and two aces. Jordan Owens added eight assists. 

For Buckhorn (21-20), Amanda Wells had 12 assists, Kelsey Smith eight kills and Michelle Mckay four kills and two blocks. 

