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Grissom hosting regional featuring four ranked teams 

The state volleyball tournament doesn't begin for roughly another two weeks, but Saturday's regionals will see teams playing with a sense of urgency. 

The first round of each eight-team regional is single elimination. The winners earn sub-state berths with seedings determined during play throughout the day. 

Two local schools will be among the host sites - Class 6A Region D at Grissom and 2A Region C at Westminster. 

The field at Grissom is the strongest in the state with four teams among the eight ranked in the last poll of the regular season. The host Lady Tigers finished No. 1, Bob Jones No. 2, Huntsville No. 3 and Austin No. 10. They'll play Shades Valley, Clay-Chalkville, Oxford and Hewitt-Trussville in opening matches, respectively, beginning at 10 a.m. 

None of the latter four teams finished the season ranked, but Grissom coach Tanya Broadway said that doesn't matter. 

"It's just like the area tournament in that if you don't win the first match your season is over,'' she said. "It'll be the same way Saturday. You can't look ahead.'' 

Joining Westminster at the Lady Wildcats gym in that regional will be Catholic. 

Also, Athens Bible School hosts 1A Region D; Madison Academy is at Geraldine in Region C and Elkmont hosts Region D in 3A; Guntersville and Boaz both play in Region C at Jacksonville and Madison County, East Limestone and Priceville play in Region D at Haleyville; and Brewer, Arab, Decatur, Hartselle and Lee play in 5A, Region D at Scottsboro. 

Grissom defeated rival Huntsville 3-2 in a best-of-five Area 15 championship earlier this week. The Lady Tigers have won six of seven meetings between the two, but the five-time defending state champion Lady Panthers aren't panicking. 

"I came into the area tournament thinking what we needed to do was learn from it,'' Huntsville coach Melanie Donahoo said. "You can't simulate that atmosphere and intensity in practice. It was good for us.'' 

Setter Chelsea Wintzinger agreed. 

"We've come a long way,'' she said. "We had a rocky start, got better and hopefully we'll be stronger in the regional.'' 

Meanwhile, Bob Jones is coming off a win over Austin for the Area 16 championship. 

Teammate Heather Thomas said she was feeling confident. Comparing the top three ranked teams, the Lady Patriots have gone 3-2 against Huntsville and 2-2 against Grissom this season. 

"I'm excited,'' Thomas said. "I think we can win state.'' 

