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No. 1 Lady Tigers set for sub-state after earning Region D title 

The Grissom High volleyball players had good reason to smile for team photos on their home court Saturday night. 

They'd just beaten rival Huntsville 19-25, 25-22, 26-24, 25-22 in the final of the Class 6A, Region D tournament. Both will host sub-state games Thursday while third-place finisher Bob Jones and fourth-place Austin will travel. 

"I think that us being able to come back in that third game (from a 10-point deficit) is what turned our attitudes and our efforts around," Grissom coach Tanya Broadway said. "I think we're still a little inconsistent at times but no doubt we showed a lot of heart today to come back from that deficit to that good a team. The girls just seem not to quit and I hope that it'll continue." 

Top-ranked Grissom (63-5) went 3-0 in the tournament. The Lady Tigers beat Shades Valley 25-10, 25-14, 25-8 and Bob Jones 25-21, 16-25, 25-20, 25-23. Grissom's leaders included MacKenzie Wilson with 120 set assists, Leanna King with 39 kills, Naomi Wells with 29 kills and eight blocks, Cortney May with 34 digs and Stacey Sargent with five blocks. 

Huntsville (49-9) went 2-1 on the day. The Lady Panthers beat Hewitt-Trussville 25-13, 25-15, 25-10 and Austin 25-15, 25-13, 25-5 before falling to Grissom in the final. 

"I think that when the (Grissom) game got close at the end we made more mistakes than they did," Huntsville coach Melanie Donahoo said. "I think that we played hard, I just think we need to do a better job mentally finishing." 

Huntsville's Lauren Wintzinger had 29 kills and 34 digs, Anna McRae had 24 kills, Chelsea Wintzinger had 88 set assists, eight blocks and seven aces, Tanequa Whitman had 62 digs, Shaquitta Williams had six blocks and Allie Ware had six aces. 

