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Defending Class 6A champs whip Oak Mountain 

Huntsville senior Lauren Wintzinger thought hard for a moment, wanting to say the right thing. 

No reason to provide bulletin board material, after all. Not when the Lady Panthers already have something of a target on their back after winning five straight state volleyball championships. 

"If we play the best we'll be OK,'' she said soon after Huntsville swept past Oak Mountain 25-9, 25-13, 25-12 in a Class 6A sub-state match Thursday night at Huntsville's gym. "If we lose, we'll go down hard.'' 

Sounds like a slogan the Lady Panthers can take to the Pelham Civic Complex for the state tournament Elite Eight beginning on Wednesday. 

Huntsville (51-9), which advanced to sub-state as the Region D runner-up behind champion Grissom, plays Murphy (36-12) in a quarterfinal match at 2 p.m.. If Huntsville wins, the semifinals are at 8:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

The 6A finals are Thursday at 3 p.m. 

Against Oak Mountain (25-28), Chelsea Wintzinger had 23 assists. Lauren Wintzinger had eight kills and Anna McRae and Shaquitta Williams both added seven. McRae also had two blocks and Haley Findley and Allie Ware both had two aces. 

"I think that we're playing pretty well,'' Huntsville coach Melanie Donahoo said. "I think we're focused. If we keep working to improve this team will have a shot.'' 

The Lady Panthers won four straight state titles in 5A, then won their fifth straight after moving back up to 6A last season. 

They go to Pelham ranked third behind No. 1 Grissom and No. 2 Bob Jones, but until they are eliminated they arguably remain the team to beat. 

However, Ware and the Lady Panthers are careful not to put that tag on themselves. 

"I think we need to pick up our intensity,'' said Ware, a senior. "We have to bring everything we have.'' 

"I think we prepared well and left it out on the court (Thursday),'' senior Kaitlin Terry said. "We'll play harder teams at state so we'll have to play well.'' 

On Thursday, the Lady Eagles from Birmingham could do little to stop the Lady Panthers from heading back to Pelham to defend yet another title. 

But while Huntsville heads south with plenty of experience - seven seniors are on the roster - there's no brashness to be found. 

"The state tournament is an intense place to play,'' Donahoo said. 

Even Ware, a veteran of three previous trips to state, nearly screamed "Oh, yeah,'' when asked if there will be some butterflies. 

"Big games - I get nervous,'' she said. "Definitely. But that means you're ready.'' 

