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Grissom, Bob Jones, Huntsville play for 6A title 

Four teams advanced out of the Class 6A, Region D tournament to the sub-state round of the high school volleyball postseason. 

Three moved on to this week's state tournament at the Pelham Civic Complex. 

Grissom, Bob Jones and Huntsville - which also happened to be ranked Nos. 1, 2 and 3 in the final poll of the season - open play Wednesday in what is known as the Elite Eight. 

"There are a lot of good teams out there,'' Huntsville coach Melanie Donahoo said. 

The Lady Panthers are one of them. Huntsville has won five straight state titles. But, Donahoo said, her team isn't going to Pelham thinking they have to win a sixth championship for the season to be a success. 

"We don't really ever think that way,'' she said. "Our goal every year is to be the best we can be. We've been blessed. That's not what we set out to do.'' 

Huntsville (50-9) takes on Murphy (36-12) at 2 p.m. Wednesday in the first round. At 3:30 p.m., Bob Jones (60-8) faces Robertsdale (48-15) and Grissom (64-5) plays Daphne (29-21). 

Winners play in the semifinals at 8:30 p.m. The final is Thursday at 3 p.m. 

Also Wednesday, Madison Academy (44-13) takes on Mobile Christian (19-22) in a 3A clash with the winner advancing to the semifinals at 8:30 p.m. The winner plays for the championship at 4:30 p.m. Thursday. 

As for Huntsville, Donahoo's check list for winning is simple. 

"We've got to block, we've got to play defense and we've got to serve-receive consistently,'' she said. "I think at times we've been inconsistent in those areas.'' 

Senior Caitlin Terry said defense is the key. 

"I think our defense breaks down at intense moments,'' she said. "If our defense is on we're able to pick up our offense.'' 

Having won five straight state titles - four in 5A and the last in 6A - can have both a positive and negative effect for Huntsville. The Lady Panthers have the experience needed to win in the charged atmosphere of the state tournament, but they're also a marked team. 

"Everybody comes to play hard at state and you can'toverlook anybody,'' Huntsville senior Lauren Wintzinger said. "We've won so many championships in a row people want to beat us bad.'' 

And a championship is not really the ultimate goal, just a by-product. 

"As long as we play our best we'll be OK,'' Wintzinger said. 

